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St. Petersburg
Native William
Packer Returns
Home For Release
Of His New Film

William Packer

S T. P E T E R S B U R G William Packer, the producer of
great films such as Stomp the
Yard, Obsessed, and The Gospel,
will be returning home for the
release of his new film, The
Takers, that is scheduled to hit the
box office on Friday, August 27.
Producer Will Packer, a
graduate of St. Petersburg High
School IB, has officially taken
the film industry by storm.
Having produced two box office
hits grossing over $100 million in
one year, Packer is at the top of
his game. In September of 2007,
Daily Variety magazine was on
the right track when they selected
Packer as one of their "10
Producers to Watch."
Packer has also been
acknowledged on several high
profile lists including; Giant
magazine's "The Giant 100", Jet
magazine's "Who's Hot To Watch

Report: Less Than
50 Percent Of Black
Males Graduate
From High School

AUGUST 26 - SEPTEMBER 1, 2010

in 2008" and Black Enterprise's
"Most Powerful Players Under
40."
In March of 2008, Packer
and his business partner Rob
Hardy were honored by Black
Enterprise as one of the "Top 25
Money Makers in Hollywood".
Other honorees included Oprah
Winfrey, Will Smith, Eddie
Murphy, Denzel Washington,
Queen Latifah, Chris Tucker and
Tyler Perry. William is the son of
the late William Packer, Sr. and
Birice Packer.
The Takers Premiere After
Party will be held on Saturday,
Aug. 28, starting at 9 p.m., at The
Dr. Carter G. Woodson AfricanAmerican Museum, 2240 9 Ave.
S., St. Petersburg. Packer, the
Bay Area Legend, will host
the event. Tickets are available
at the door or online at
www.takeover@eventbrite.com.
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WASHINGTON (NNPA) Fewer than half of all black
males nationwide graduate from
high school, according to a new
report which paints a grim
picture of the current state of
education for African-American
males. The findings are part of
The 2010 Schott 50 State
Report on Black Males in
Public Education.
According to the report,
only 47 percent of black males
graduated from high school in
the 2007-2008 school year,
compared to 78 percent for
white males. While the disparity
is alarming, the authors of the
report said they believe it's not
due to the ability of black males
intellectual abilities.
"It indicates that systemic
disparities evident by race,
social class, or zip code are
influenced more by the social
policies and practices that we
p u t i n p l ace t o d i s t ri b u t e
educational opportunities and
resources and less by the
abilities of black males," John
H. Jackson, president and CEO
of the Schott Foundation, wrote
in the report. "Currently, the rate
at which black males are being
pushed out of school and into
the pipeline to prison far
exceeds the rate at which they
are graduating and reaching
high levels of academic
achievement."
Nationally, the five worst

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Teachers and students at Academy Prep (above) in St. Petersburg work hard to make a difference

performing states are New York,
F lo r i d a , S o u t h C a r o l i n a ,
L ou i s i a n a a n d N e b r a s k a .
Florida has four of the 10 lowest
performing districts nationally
an d N e w Yo r k h a s t w o ,
including New York City and
Buffalo.
Many local educators have
taken notice of the trend.
Rodney Henderson, principal of
Possibility Prep, a new public

charter school in Prince
George's County, said that
America must look at how it
reaches black males in the
classroom.
"Right now there's a need
for a different approach with our
African-American men," said
Henderson, "We know that right
now young men are lagging
behind in achievement in comparison to young women. The

gap is even larger when you add
race into the equation."
Henderson said that at his
school the goal "to eliminate
those achievement gaps so that
one of our highest functioning
target populations is AfricanAmerican males instead of
being the group that lags
behind."

GRADUATES

continued on pg. 6

Academy Prep Names
New Head Of School And
New Director Of Graduate Support

–
PETERSBURG
ST.
Academy Prep St. Petersburg is
pleased to announce the
appointment of DeVere Beard
as Head of School beginning
August 1 and the appointment
of Sonja Felton as Director of
Graduate Support.
Beard brings with him significant school leadership experience at prestigious institutions. For the past three years,
he has served as the Dean of the
Upper School at the Mirman
School for the Highly Gifted in
Los Angeles and for six years
prior to that as Dean of Honor
and Discipline and as an
instructor
and
curriculum

APPOINTMENTS

continued on pg. 6

DeVere Beard, Head of School

Sonja Fleton, Director of Graduate Support
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

Open Letter To Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dear Dr. King,

There will be a march this Saturday to commemorate the 47th anniversary of the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Actually, there
will be two marches, with the leaders of each
claiming to be walking in your footsteps.
The march being led by Al Sharpton is the
only one with any legitimacy. Sharpton was
mentored by Jesse Jackson similar to the way you
mentored Jesse. Sharpton is being joined by Marc
Morial, the president and CEO of the National
Urban League; Benjamin Jealous, the head of the
NAACP, and your oldest son, Martin Luther King
III. You would be proud of all of them. You’d be
especially proud because they are refusing to let
Glenn Beck, an ultra-conservative talk show host,
hijack your memory.
If you thought Paul Harvey was terrible in
your day, this guy is far worse. Beck is a
shameless liar who refuses to back down even
after being caught in a blatant lie. He will be
joined by former Republican vice presidential
candidate Sarah Palin, who in the memorable
words of former NFL great Thomas “Hollywood”
Henderson, couldn’t spell cat if you spotted her
the “c” and the “a.” They are headliners for a

separate march at the Lincoln Memorial. In
typical fashion, Beck pretends that selecting the
August 28 date for his rally was pure
happenstance. Of course, that’s pure nonsense.
I am sure you know by now that in 2008 we
elected Barack Obama, the son of a black man
from Kenya and a white woman from Kansas,
president of the United States. Beck accused our
nation’s first black president of having “a deepseated hatred for white people or the white
culture.” Beck said that about an AfricanAmerican who was reared by his white grandparents. In Obama’s best-selling books, he speaks
fondly of his grandparents and has never
exhibited any hate, deep-seated or otherwise,
toward whites or any other racial or ethnic group.
Not content with merely attacking President
Obama, Beck even attacked his wife and children.
After Obama’s then 11-year-old daughter, Malia,
asked when the BP old spill in the Gulf of Mexico
would be plugged, Beck mocked her on his
national radio program and questioned her intelligence. He did that just two days after declaring a
politician’s family should be off limits.
Not only did Beck not apply that to Obama’s
daughter, he didn’t apply it to his wife, Michelle.
He said. “I don’t think I’ve ever seen the first lady
with her – excuse the expression – but with her
breasts all smooshed up…”
When Beck was reminded that August 28 is a

sacred day for those interested in jobs, peace and
justice, he claimed that it was “divine providence”
that his rally was scheduled to coincide with the
47th anniversary of your “I Have a Dream”
speech. He contends, “…Too many have gotten
just lazy or they have purposely distorted Martin
Luther King’s ideas of judge a man by the content
of his character.”
Of course, he and Rush Limbaugh, another
conservative talk show host, are the main culprits.
Beck is one of many conservatives who have tried
to invoke your memory while fighting against
everything you represented.
For example, anti-affirmative action foe Ward
Connerly, a black man, professed to be acting in
your spirit as he traveled around the nation trying
to get states to ban affirmative action. When your
children challenged him in public, Connerly had
the gall to claim that he – not your offsprings –
was being true to your words and deeds.
But we know, as you reminded us, “A lie
cannot live.”
At the original March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom, the leaders of all of the major civil
rights organizations were present. Today,
however, SNCC is defunct, CORE exists in name
only and the infighting is so fierce in SCLC, your
old organization, that although your daughter,
Bernice, was elected president last October, she
refuses to assume office until there is a cease fire

among feuding factions.
Of the remaining major civil rights organizations, the heads of all of them will participate in
the march Saturday except one – Jesse Jackson.
He will be leading a march 525 miles away in
Detroit to commemorate the Walk to Freedom
March you led there on June 28, 1963, exactly two
months before the March on Washington.
After laying claim to your legacy through
hard work and even harder self-promotion, Jesse’s
star has faded. Unfortunately, your former protege
is still clinging to the lie that he was the last
person to cradle you in your dying moments in
Memphis. To the contrary, your best friend Ralph
Albernathy told me in a tape-recorded interview
before he died that Jesse was lying and dared him
to make that claim in his presence. Even so, most
blacks were willing to overlook Jesse’s obvious
foibles. But that, too, had its limits. For most
African-Americans, the last straw was hearing
Jesse say during the presidential campaign that he
wanted to dismember certain delicate body parts
of Barack Obama.
So while Jesse is in Detroit commentating a
march two months after it’s anniversary, Al
Sharpton, Marc Morial, Ben Jealous and Martin
III will be resisting Glenn Beck’s latest effort to
appropriate your good name. In doing so, they
will be keeping the dream alive.

Children Need Emergency Help In This Deep Recession Now!
BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - Children have only one
childhood and it is right now. Millions of children
in our nation require emergency attention in our
recession ravaged economy as poverty, including
extreme child poverty, hunger, and homelessness
have increased, if irreparable harm is not to be
inflicted on them and on our nation’s future.
The greatest threat to America’s national
security comes from no enemy without but from
our failure to protect, invest in, and educate all of
our children who make up all of our futures. Every
11 seconds of every school day a high school
student drops out of school; every 32 seconds a
baby is born into poverty; every 41 seconds a
child is confirmed abused or neglected; every 42
seconds a baby is born without health insurance;
every minute a baby is born to a teen mother;
every minute a baby is born at low birthweight;
every three hours a child or teen is killed by a
firearm. A majority of children in all racial and
income groups cannot read or do math at grade
level in 4th, 8th or 12th grade. Over 80 percent of
black and Hispanic children cannot read or
compute at grade level. These numbers are a
moral travesty and an impending national disaster
requiring priority attention at the highest level of
decision making.
If the foundation of your house is crumbling,
you don’t say you cannot afford to fix it. Children
are the foundation of America’s future. We need to

invest now in their health, early childhood development, and education. Today is tomorrow.
God has blessed America with great material
wealth but we have not shared it fairly with our
children and our poor. Although we lead the
nations of the world in Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), in billionaires, and in military technology,
defense expenditures, and military exports, our
money and our military might have not translated
into moral might, adequate child safety and
wellbeing, and a concept of enough for those at
the top and at the bottom.
Children are the poorest age group and the
younger children are, the poorer they are. We rank
highest among industrialized nations in relative
child poverty and in the gap between rich and
poor, which is the highest ever recorded in
America. In the 1960’s, when the economy was
expanding, about two-thirds of the nation’s
income gains went to the bottom 90 percent of
U.S. households. In the first half of this decade, it
was just the opposite: the wealthiest one percent
reaped two-thirds of income gains. In 2007, the
income share for the wealthiest 10 percent of
households, 49.74 percent, was the highest ever
recorded. It is obscene for anyone to advocate for
continuing of the unjust Bush tax cuts for the
wealthiest Americans at a time of economic
downturn and escalating child poverty and budget
deficits.
Where is our anti-poverty movement at a time
when one in 50 Americans, according to a New
York Times front page story, has no cash income?
“Almost six million Americans receiving Food

Stamps report they have no income. They
described themselves as unemployed and
receiving no cash and no welfare, no unemployment insurance, and no pensions, child support or
disability pay. About one in 50 Americans now
lives in a household with a recorded income that
consists of nothing but a Food Stamp card,” the
New York Times’ Jason DeParle reported.
This shocking New York Times article
provoked no public outcry, action or shame. It did
not stop most Republican political leaders from
trying to block or resist extension of unemployment insurance, investing more federal dollars in
creating jobs, expanding tax credits for working
families desperately trying to feed, house and
clothe their children, or investing more in stimulating an economy slowly struggling to recover
with 14.6 million workers still unemployed and
massive state deficits which will cause more job
loss. How morally obscene it is that a nation with
a GDP exceeding $14 trillion cannot find the will,
common sense and decency to provide a safety net
to protect its over 14 million poor children—the
number before the recession, which is expected to
push millions more children into poverty and
extreme poverty, according to the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities and the Brookings
Institution. This is a time when America can and
must turn economic downturn into an opportunity
to step forward to correct the gross imbalance of
government subsidization of the wealthiest and
most powerful among us and provide a safety net
for all children from growing hunger, homelessness and stress. Now is the time to correct the
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laissez-faire federal policies that enabled the few
to run roughshod over the life savings of many
hard working Americans and wreck the lives and
dreams of millions of children.
The Children’s Defense Fund’s new report
The State of America’s Children 2010 describes
the status of children in a range of areas—what
has improved, worsened or stagnated; the continuing racial and income disparities faced by
children of color who will make up a majority of
our workforce which must support our increasingly aging population by 2025; and the higher costs
of child poverty and neglect and the savings from
preventive investment. I hope the facts in the
report will wake us up and provoke us to speak
out and stand up and demand our leaders act now
to alleviate today the massive child suffering
around the nation. The catastrophic BP oil spill’s
assault on our environment is an urgent national
emergency. But so is the catastrophic impact of
this recession and the chronic plight and suffering
of millions of children left adrift in a sea of
poverty, hunger and homelessness, and political
neglect. If we could bail out bankers to steady the
economy, we can bail out babies who without our
help will see their hopes and dreams for a better
life wiped out. It should be a no brainer.
Fund whose Leave No Child Behind®
mission is to ensure every child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start and a Moral
Start in life and successful passage to adulthood
with the help of caring families and communities.
For more information go to www.childrensdefense.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W STEVE

Back-To-School Preparation

As kids are energetically making their way back
to schools, there are many things parents can do to
make back-to-school efforts more successful for their
children.
One important thing is to ensure that children get
proper rest. Children should go to bed early enough
to get at least 8 hours of sleep a night. In addition, a
healthy breakfast is essential for stamina and
thinking. It is important for students not to start the
day on an empty stomach because it makes blood
sugar levels low. Look for breakfasts which include
protein without too much saturated fat and include
whole-grain carbs. Try to find low-fat dairy or soy
options and any breakfast item with lots of fiber and
nutrients. And remember to pack healthy snacks in
their lunches.
Parents should also try to keep school supplies in
the house to prevent having to do last minute trips to
store. Parents should continually talk to students
about school and what is expected. Parents should
always listen to their concerns, and possibly fears,
when it comes to school matters. Parents should definitely develop a rapport with the childrens’teachers.
Attendance at all PTO meetings, open houses, and
other such school events is critical to developing a
relationship with teachers.
Parents should speak to their children about
making a wide variety of friends, especially with
those kids who have special needs or who may be
shy. Get to know your children’s friends and their
parents.
Another precaution is to put your child’s name
on all personal items, especially if they are young.
Make sure all emergency contact information is up to
date. Parents often move, change jobs, and cell
phone numbers, so it is imperative that the school has

accurate information to be able to contact an adult.
Ensure that all health information is accurate.
This is crucial if the children has medical issues, food
allergies, risk for bee stings, inhalers, or is taking
medications.
If your child has a learning disabilities or you
have information on more effective ways to increase
their ability to learn, make sure you inform their
teachers. For example, children with ADHD should
be seated in the front of the class. A child with vision
problems should be seated to easily see the blackboard. Be careful that backpacks are not too heavy.
Make sure younger children know their parent’s
names and address.
Parents should familiarize themselves with designated drop-off and pick-up areas. Point out all
landmarks and discuss this with your children. It’s
imperative for parents and children to know the
specific location of bus stops. Also discuss regulations on bikes, scooters, and other vehicles. Parents
should review traffic safety including traffic signs
and signals at all crosswalks. Parents should go over
a safe route with children who walk or ride a bike.
Parents should remind their children, especially
younger students that it’s never o.k. to accept rides,
candy, or invitations from strangers.
It’s important for parents, guardians, and care
takers do everything in their power to ensure that all
students achieve and excel in school. These times are
poignant and often the level of success in school
determines how a child will succeed in life. So
parents, please take the time to do everything you can
to ensure your child’s success in school and utilimately life!
Thank you for reading, and I hope you have
enjoyed your time OUTANDOUTW/Steve.

Attorney General Obtains
Injunction Against Debt
Settlement Company

TA L L A H A S S E E Attorney General Bill
McCollum announced this week
that his office has obtained a
temporary injunction against
Texas-based Credit Solutions of
America, Inc., and Credit
Solutions of America, LLC.
Hi l l s b o r o u g h C o u n t y
Circuit Judge Sam Pendino
ruled that these companies are
prohibited
from
charging
Florida residents an unfair upfront fee for purported debt settlement services. The ruling was
issued from the bench earlier
this week, and a written order
will follow.
“F i n a n c i a l l y s t r a p p e d
Florida consumers are turning to
these so-called debt-relief businesses as a last resort to try to
regain control of their finances,
only to lose more money in
excessive up-front fees with
little or no relief from their
debt,” said Attorney General
McCollum. “This ruling represents significant progress in
reigning in these abusive

Send Notices Or Information About
Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com
DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED
Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

2006 Ford Freestyle

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

The Florida Department of Transportation through its Florida Rail
Enterprise will hold a series of public information meetings on the
Tampa-Orlando high speed rail project as follows:
Tampa Convention Center:
Tuesday, August 31, 2:30 p.m.
Lakeland Civic Center:
Wednesday, September 1, 2:30 p.m.
Orange County Convention Center: Thursday, September 2, 2:30 p.m.
Registration for each event will open at 1:30 p.m. Seating is available on
a first-come, first-serve basis.
These public information sessions are designed for Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises (DBE), Minority/Women Business Enterprises
(MWBE) and small businesses. Rail Enterprise officials will describe the
Tampa-Orlando HSR project including the procurement process, subcontracting opportunities and how firms can be certified and participate
as a DBE.
Detailed information and agendas for each of the sessions will be posted
at www.floridahighspeedrail.org.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons with disabilities who require special accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact Dana Newsome at 407-547-2993 or by e-mail at
dnewsome@hntb.com prior to the meeting.
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FLORIDA DOT SETS MINORITY-OWNED AND SMALL BUSINESS
INFORMATION MEETINGS ON HIGH SPEED RAIL

credit card debt who seek debt
relief help. Consistent with
changes recommended to the
FTC by Attorney General
McCollum, beginning this
October, for-profit companies
that sell debt relief service by
phone will be prohibited from
collecting any fees before successfully settling or reducing a
consumer’s outstanding debt
obligation. Additionally, starting
in September, the FTC will
require companies to disclose
how much the process could
cost and how long it may take
consumers to see results.
Consumers should be
cautious when signing up with
debt settlement firms.
Consumers who have been victimized by these companies or
other debt relief programs are
encouraged to file a complaint
with the Attorney General by
calling 1-866-NO-SCAM (1866-966-7226) or by filing a
complaint online at
http://www.myfloridalegal.com.
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2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT

Florida Department of Transportation and Florida Rail Enterprise

practices.”
This is the second
temporary injunction obtained
by the Attorney General in
recent months prohibiting debt
settlement firms from charging
Floridians unlawful fees. In
Ap r i l , C l e a r w a t e r- b a s e d
American Debt Arbitration
(ADA), and Arizona-based
Nationwide Asset Services, Inc.
were similarly prohibited from
charging unlawful fees.
The lawsuits against Credit
Solutions and ADA were both
filed in October 2009, and each
petitions the court for full victim
restitution, permanent injunctive
relief, and civil penalties for
violation of Florida’s Deceptive
and Unfair Trade Practices Act.
Th e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ’s
Economic Crimes Division is
pursuing these enforcement
actions, and litigation remains
active.
Just last month, the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC)
announced the adoption of a
new rule to protect consumers in
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COMMUNITY NEWS
For Better And For Worse

BY ROY JAMES
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

For newly or soon-to-bemarried members of the GLBT
community, proper planning now
can reward you with future
security and peace of mind.
Planning for the future is challenging for all newlyweds. But if
you are a member of the GLBT
community, you may face specific
or complex estate preservation
issues. Questions surrounding life
insurance, estate taxes, transference of wealth, and retirement
income should all be discussed
with a financial professional. Here
are some key points to review:
- Wills and Trusts. Being
married in a state that recognizes
your union is not a guarantee that
all your assets will go to your
partner. You still need an up-todate will to direct how your assets
will be distributed after you die.
You can also look into a revocable
living trust, which is sometimes
preferable because it avoids the
sometimes lengthy and expensive
legal process to settle a deceased
person’s estate.
- Consider a pre-nuptial
agreement. If you have not yet

tied the knot, consider a prenuptial
agreement. If either of you is
coming into the marriage with significant personal assets or children
from previous relationships, it
could be a smart idea.
- Retirement planning. Since
same-sex married couples are not
eligible for Social Security
survivor benefits, they may need
to save more or make special
arrangements — like purchasing
life insurance — to be sure the
survivor has enough financial
resources if one partner should die.
- Long-term care costs.
Having choices and protecting
assets and personal savings from
long-term care costs are important
to everyone, but the reality is the
GLBT community may face a
greater need for long-term care
insurance than their heterosexual
counterparts. For example,
Medicaid regulations protect the
assets and homes of married
spouses when the other spouse
enters a nursing home or longterm care facility; no such protections are offered to a same-sex
partner.
- Property issues. Same-sex
couples need to take extra care
when titling their property, especially their homes. Heterosexual

married couples can transfer real
estate and personal property to
each other with no gift taxes and
no estate taxes until the second
spouse dies. Same-sex married
couples and those with equivalent
rights living in states that
recognize them have this benefit
only on the state level. Adding a
same-sex spouse to the title of
your home may also have tax
implications, which is why you
should speak with a tax professional.
- Medical Power of Attorney.
A power of attorney for health
care or medical matters appoints a
person to make medical decisions
for you when you cannot do so. It
is also known as a health care
proxy. The document should
include an authorization under the
Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act to provide
access to medical records. You
may also include a hospital visitation directive to specify who can
visit you in the hospital.
When interviewing financial
professionals, look for someone
who has experience working with
same sex couples. Consider doing
business with companies that
support causes such as the Gay &
Lesbian
Alliance
Against

Defamation (GLADD). Also look
for companies that offer spousal
discounts for domestic partners
that are the same as married
couples, and those that offer
domestic partner benefits for their
employees.
If you’ve recently gone from
sharing a household to sharing
financial responsibilities as a
married couple, you recognize
there are a lot of decisions to
make. With careful planning, you
can enjoy a long happy future
together filled with financial
security and peace of mind.
The Prudential Insurance
Company of America and its affiliates, and their licensed financial
professionals do not render tax or
legal advice. Please consult with
your tax and legal advisors
regarding your personal circumstances.
Provided
courtesy
of
Prudential. For more information, contact Roy James, LUTCF,
a Premier Agent with The
Prudential Insurance Company of
America’s Sunshine State Agency
located in Tampa, FL. Roy
James’s private office is located in
St Petersburg, FL. He can be
reached at roy.james@prudential.com and (727)327-4137.

Business And Professional Women
Of St. Petersburg/Pinellas Offer
Individual Development Seminars

ST. PETERSBURG - Looking for
ways to advance your career and achieve
your life goals? Business and Professional
Women (BPW) St. Petersburg/Pinellas
offers you a series of workshops that can
help you do just that!
Stepping Stones for Personal and
Professional Success is the popular, annual
series of seminars developed by BPW and

offered to the general public. Six different
topics are available for 2010 and registration is underway now. Each seminar is
offered the last Tuesday of the month at St.
Petersburg College’s downtown St.
Petersburg campus located at 244 S. Ave.
N., St. Petersburg. Space is limited so
prompt registration is encouraged.
The first seminar, “Manage to Lead”

focuses on understanding your behavior
and the behavior of others. It will be held
Aug. 31 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
The next is titled “Make it Happen”
and offers practical skills to make your
career and personal goals come to life. It
will be held Sept. 28 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
For more information and to reserve,
visit www.bpwstpetepinellas.org.

COMPANION PLANS

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

Courtesy of

Saturday, Aug. 28 - Huntington's Disease Walk. The Pier
approach. 7-10 a.m. Contact: Krista Soroko for further
information (813) 353-8102 or email: krista@eventmakersfl.com or Katie Nelson (813)353-8102 or email:
Knelson@walkforhd.org. Awards given to the 1st, 2nd and
3rd place winners for both male and female! Raffles &
Prizes as well!
Saturday, Aug. 28 - Dog Swim Day. Fossil Park Pool, 6739
Martin Luther King Jr. St. N. Register at start time with
proof of dog(s) current vaccination. Donations of dry Iams
or Science Diet dog food, clean towels, nylabones, bleach,
dish soap, blankets, trash bags, and newspapers will be
accepted on behalf of the S.P.C.A. Admission: $5 per dog,
per session (humans free). Sponsored by the city of St.
Petersburg Recreation Department. For further information
call 893-7732. No humans permitted in pool. Fossil Park
Pool will be closed for the season and maintenance
following Dog Swim Day.

Sunday, Aug. 29 - Music Fest by the Bay. The Pier, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. 1-4 p.m. Visit www.stpetepier.com or call
727-821-6443. "KoKo Ray and the Soul Providers" R&B
Rock music.

Pastoral and Church Leadership Lunch Seminar

“Where Law Meets the Church: Copyright Law”
September 14, 2010 • 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
4399 - 35th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33714 • 727-512-8261
Catered by: Publix - light lunch • Low Cost of $15.00 per person
Seating is Limited - Call Today!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com Senior Attorney
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
LET ME SHOW YOU HOW!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

Or simply shop here, save and get cash back …
SaveStar7.com

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

NO employees • NO collections • NO inventory
NO quotas • NO income limits

START UP COST ONLY $49.95!

R. Jonathan Davis, Business Owner
Email: rjdavis14@yahoo.com
Phone: 727-460-7155

4TH STREET B EAUTY SALON
When hair doesn’t care, we do!
NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

$10 haircuts, $8 for kids,
$15 shampoo and set

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Stylists and Techs

Salon Booth Rental starting at $50 per week*
1225 - 4th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-895-HAIR (4247) • 727-460-7155
Expires 10/10 • One coupon per purchase • *Some restrictions apply.

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

B E A U T Y S A L O N F O R S A L E ! Very low selling price.
Great potential! Almost 900 sq. ft. Call today 727-460-7155.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Make-A-Wish Foundation
Brings Back Annual
‘Night Of The Iguana’
TAMPA – The Make-AWish Foundation of Central
and Northern Florida,
Suncoast Region, is hosting its
14th annual food and beverage
sampling event, Night of the
Iguana, Friday, Oct. 8 from
6: 3 0 -11 p.m. at the ne w
Mainsail Suites Hotel and
Conference Center in Tampa.
This
year’s
festivity
features wish child Kate, an
11-year-old Tampa native who
suffers from a congenital
spinal cord condition. Kate
recently completed her wish to
develop a new Cold Stone
Creamery Creation™ for the
9th Annual World’s Largest
Ice Cream Social Sept. 30.
Kate’s Creation™ will be
available in all Cold Stone
Creamery locations nationwide throughout the month of
September and given away at
the social. Additionally, funds
raised from Kate’s Creation
will help grant wishes for
other children. During Night
of the Iguana, guests will hear
from Kate directly as she

speaks about her experience as
a Junior Tastemaster and how
her “wish day at Cold Stone
was the most delicious day of
her life.”
After a brief hiatus in
2009, the tropical-themed
Night of the Iguana returns
with live e n t ert ai n m en t
including an array of performers, cocktails, live and silent
auctions. More than 20 of
Tampa Bay’s elite restaurants
will showcase signature dishes
for guests to enjoy. The Tampa
Chapter of Credit Unions,
Tiffany & Co., Maggiano’s,
Brio Tuscan Grille, Wildwood
BBQ & Burger/Postcard Inn,
AquaKnox, Donatello, Ruth’s
Chris, The Melting Pot, The
NoHo Bistro, Pepin Distributing,
Shakers Vodka, and the Green
Iguana in Ybor City are among
those partnering with MakeA-Wish in support of the
event’s mission—to raise
funds for more than 10 wishes
in the Suncoast region. The
average cost of a wish is
$7,000 and all proceeds go

directly towards granting the
wishes of local children with
life-threatening medical conditions.
“Night of the Iguana is
much more than an exciting
way to spend a Friday night in
Tampa Bay; it’s a chance to
pair fine cuisine with a great
cause and share the power of a
wish®,” says Lisa Andrews,
Regional Director of the
Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Central and Northern Florida,
Suncoast
Region.
“Our
mission is to grant more than
85 wishes this year to enrich
the human experience with
hope, strength and joy for
incredible children like Kate.”
Kate’s wish was made
possible through the support
of her community at events
such as Night of the Iguana
and has had a lasting impact.
Kate’s mother, Kristi, says,
“seeing Kate’s wish fulfilled
was a dream come true for the
whole family, to make her feel
so special.”

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

APPOINTMENTS

continued from front page

developer at Pace Academy in
Atlanta. He also put in a stint
teaching in Atlanta’s public
schools. He began his teaching
career at his high school alma
mater, St. Paul’s School for
Boys in Baltimore. Mr. Beard
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
in studio art from Dartmouth
College and a Master of Science
in education from Johns
Hopkins University. During
2004-2005,
he
completed
training for those aspiring to be
heads of school as a Ford
Fellow under the auspices of the
National
Association
of
Independent Schools.
Ms Felton, who grew up in
St. Petersburg and whose family
has deep roots in this
community, comes to us with
great experience in guiding
young people through vital and
life-changing decisions relative

GRADUATES

continued from front page

The findings are part of The
2010 Schott 50 State Report on
Black
Males
in
Public
Education. According to the
report, only 47 percent of black
males graduated from high
school in the 2007-2008 school
year, compared to 78 percent for
white males.
While the disparity is
alarming, the authors of the

to their education and social
growth. For the past four years
Ms. Felton has served successfully at Eckerd College, where
she served for first two years as
associate director of annual
giving and two years as
assistant director of admission.
The high regard accorded to her
in our community is also
evident through her being asked
to serve over the past three years
on the boards of the YWCA of
Tampa Bay and the Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum in St. Petersburg, and
as a Guild Member of the
Pinellas County Urban League.
A graduate of Lakewood High
School in south St. Petersburg,
Ms. Felton holds a bachelor of
arts in economics from the
University of South Florida and
is due to receive a master of
public administration (nonprofit concentration) from Troy
University in May 2011.
Academy Prep is an inde-

pendent, tuition-free middle
school for inner city students in
grades 5 – 8. The mission is to
promote the educational, social,
and ethical development of
middle school students who
qualify for need-based scholarships and have the ability and
desire to succeed in a rigorous
academic program and to
become positive, productive
members of society. Nearly 90
percent of eligible Academy
Prep alumni go on to graduate
from high school on time, while
living in neighborhoods where
fewer than half the adults have
high school diplomas. The
school was established in 1996
with the goal to create a learning
environment for those that traditionally would not have opportunities for success educationally or would be ill-prepared to
join the workforce. The school
continues to operate with these
aims in mind.

report said they believe it's not
due to the ability of black males
intellectual abilities.
"It indicates that systemic
disparities evident by race,
social class, or zip code are
influenced more by the social
policies and practices that WE
put in place to distribute educational
opportunities
and
resources and less by the
abilities of black males," John
H. Jackson, president and CEO
of the Schott Foundation, wrote
in the report. "Currently, the rate

at which black males are being
pushed out of school and into
the pipeline to prison far
exceeds the rate at which they
are graduating and reaching
high levels of academic
achievement."
The Schott Foundation for
Public Education was founded
in 1991 by Lilo Leeds and Greg
Jobin-Leeds. The foundation's
mission is to achieve fully
resourced pre-K-12 public
education.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg Celebrates
Grand Opening Of New
Apartment Community

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster,
members of City Council, developers, and local business and
neighborhood representatives celebrated the grand opening of
Booker Creek Apartments, the
city’s newest rental apartment
community, located at 2468 13th
Ave. N. on Tuesday, Aug. 24.
The new mixed-income
garden-style apartments were
developed by The Richman Group
of Florida, Inc. with the assistance
of the city of St. Petersburg, the
Housing Finance Authority of
Pinellas County, JPMorgan Chase,
Wells Fargo and Freddie Mac. The
$20 million-plus project created
156 units of two- and threebedroom apartments located in the
historic North Kenwood neighborhood of St. Petersburg. Unit sizes
range from 969 sq. ft. to 1,235 sq.
ft., with all units having a private
balcony.
The spacious two and three
bedroom floor plans include the

following:
- Nine foot ceilings in all
apartments;
- Fully equipped kitchens
with black GE Energy Star appliances and built-in microwave;
- Shaker style caramel
cabinetry & granite-like countertops in kitchens and baths;
- Ceramic tile floors in all
apartments;
- Certified Green Label
Berber style carpet; and
- Decorative Energy Star
lighting fixtures.
Booker Creek also offers an
array of amenities such as an
outdoor pool, fitness center, club
room with free Wi-Fi, Wii game
room, picnic area, playground
and more.
“This development represents the best of what we have
to offer,” said Mayor Bill
Foster, “We are committed to
providing housing for people
at all income ranges in every
corner of our City.”

This beautifully designed
community is located next to
Booker Lake/Park. Through its
vibrant building exteriors,
Booker Creek proudly embraces
the arts and crafts feel of the
local neighborhood, while
energy efficient construction
provides residents savings on
their utilities.
“The Richman Group takes
great pride in providing high
quality, mixed income housing
which will be a valuable asset to
the community for many years
to come,” said Todd Fabbri,
Executive Vice President.
“JPMorgan Chase strives to
give back to the communities we
live and work in, including here
in St. Petersburg,” said Edward
Sigler, Division Manager, Chase
Community
Development
Banking. “We take pride in
being a good corporate citizen
with housing and economic
development projects that will
enhance quality of life.”

Castor Discusses Importance
Of Exports To Florida’s Economy

TAMPA – Congresswoman
Kathy Castor joined Commerce
Undersecretary and Tampa native
Frank Sánchez today at a roundtable to discuss the importance of
exports to Florida’s economy and
jobs. Castor emphasized that the
more goods and services exported
from the Tampa Bay region, the
more jobs will be created and
sustained in our community.
“Goods and services leaving
the Port of Tampa touch every
corner of our globe, making the
port one of the largest economic
engines and job creators in our
state,” Castor said. “In this global
economy, we need to keep our jobs
right here in America, right here in
the Tampa Bay region, and find
creative ways to expand our
exports abroad. That way, we will
ensure that our jobs don’t go
overseas.”
The Port of Tampa is develop-

ing new trade routes to expand
exports, which, in turn, will help
our region’s economic recovery.
Throughout Castor’s time in
Congress, she has championed Port
and shipyard expansion, as well as
the Lee Roy Selmon/ Crosstown
Connector through appropriations
and the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. (see attached)
These
investments
increase
business opportunities and ensure
the Port is better able to compete in
the global market. Making
products in America means highskill and high-wage jobs.
“Trade is how we will grow
the American economy, and the
Tampa Bay region is doing its part
and preparing to do more,”
Sánchez said. “The Port of Tampa
is strategically developing new
trade routes with Caribbean
nations, as well as the Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, and

Panama, which will expand
exports.”
Last year, Florida exported
approximately $47 billion worth of
goods to countries abroad,
including to Brazil, Colombia,
Switzerland, Canada and China.
In his State of the Union
address this year, President Obama
set a goal to double the exports
leaving our country throughout the
next five years, an increase that
could support 2 million jobs in our
country. President Obama also
created a National Export Initiative
to help small- and medium-businesses develop ways to export their
groups.
“This is what we need to do to
make sure our jobs don’t go
abroad,” Castor said. “With the
President’s and Undersecretary
Sánchez’s leadership, we will
continue working to create and
sustain jobs through exports.”

In Loving Memory
of
Marvetta McDonald Scott
February 21, 1954 - August 27, 2004

While you sleep a peaceful sleep,
Your memory we will always keep.
Love, Dad, Mom and Family

Holley Paul Jones
4/6/1920 - 8/25/2001
Our love,
It has been nine years since you left us.

BLACK HISTORY
“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Maya Angelou

Angelou was born Marguerite
Johnson in St. Louis, Mo., on April
4, 1928. She was raised in Stamps,
Ark., and San Francisco, moving
back and forth between her parents
and her grandmother. She was smart
and fresh to the point of danger,
packed off by her family to
California after sassing a white store
clerk in Arkansas. Other times, she
didn’t speak at all: at age 7, she was
raped by her mother’s boyfriend
and didn’t speak for years. She
learned by reading, and listening.
“I loved the poetry that was
sung in the black church: ‘Go down
Moses, way down in Egypt’s
land,’’’ she says. “It just seemed to
me the most wonderful way of
talking. And ‘Deep River.’ Ooh!
Even now it can catch me. And then
I started reading, really reading, at
about seven and a half, because a
woman in my town took me to the
library, a black school library. ... And
I read every book, even if I didn’t
understand it.’’
At age 9, she was writing
poetry. By 17, she was a single
mother. In her early 20s, she danced
at a strip joint, ran a brothel, was
married, then divorced. By her mid20s, she was performing at the
Purple Onion in San Francisco,
where she shared billing with
another future star, Phyllis Diller.
“I had never met anybody in the
world like her,’’ says Diller, still a
close friend. “She was brilliant,
talented, tall, and she had this great
talent for dancing and singing. She

had this very special, resonant voice.
It had a certain quality. With Sinatra,
he would sing one note and you
knew who it was. It’s a recognizable
sound, and she had that, too.’’
Renamed Maya Angelou for
the stage, she toured in the
Gershwins’ “Porgy and Bess’’ and
Jean Genet’s ``The Blacks,’’danced
with Alvin Ailey, worked as a coordinator for the Southern Christian
Leadership Council and lived for
years in Egypt and Ghana, where
she befriended Malcolm X and
remained close to him until his
assassination, in 1965. Three years
later, she was helping King organize
the Poor People’s March in
Memphis, Tenn., where the civil
rights leader was slain on Angelou’s
40th birthday.
“Every year, on that day,
Coretta and I would send each other
flowers,’’ Angelou said of King’s
widow, Coretta Scott King, who
died in 2006.
Little known outside the theatrical world in her 20s and 30s, she
became a best-selling author in her
early 40s. Angelou’s ``I Know Why
the Caged Bird Sings,’’published in
1970, has sold millions of copies
and become a standard, if controversial, coming-of-age story, taught
throughout the country.
The book might not have
happened if James Baldwin hadn’t
persuaded Angelou, still grieving
over King’s death, to attend a party
at Jules Feiffer’s house.
“There were a number of
writers at the party, good talkers,’’
recalls Bob Loomis, her longtime
editor at Random House and the
man who helped push her to write
the book.
“Judy Feiffer, Jules’wife, called
me and said she had met the most
remarkable woman and that she had
told wonderful stories and more
than held her own with people
known to be raconteurs and entertainers. And she said, `You ought to
get her to write a book.’’’
Alice Walker, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning novelist, says she
found Angelou’s book “incredibly
powerful and marvelous in its

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

Your love, kindness, wisdom will

at (727) 865-1591

eternally live within our hearts forever.

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

We will always love you. Your wife Ruthie, your
daughter Paulette, your grandson Paul and a host of
other family members

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

capacity to move people to share her
experiences.’’ Walker’s daughter,
memoirist Rebecca Walker, remembered reading Angelou in seventh
grade and said “Caged Bird’’helped
her find her voice and make her
``own way in the world, come what
may.’’
Angelou’s memoir also has
been attacked, for seemingly
opposite reasons. In a 1999 essay in
Harper’s, author Francine Prose
criticized “Caged Bird’’ as “manipulative’’ melodrama. Meanwhile,
Angelou’s passages about her rape
and teen pregnancy have made it a
perennial on the American Library
Association’s list of works that draw
complaints from parents and
educators.
“I thought that it was a mild
book. There’s no profanity,’’
Angelou says. “It speaks about
surviving, and it really doesn’t make
ogres of many people. I was
shocked to find there were people
who really wanted it banned, and I
still believe people who are against
the book have never read the book.’’
She has evolved from outcast to
bohemian to celebrity to institution.
In 1993, the poem she read at
former President Clinton’s first
inauguration, “On the Pulse of the
Morning,’’ was a million-selling
sensation. She is a mentor to
Winfrey, who threw a party for her
80th birthday. Since 2002, she has
been composing verse for Hallmark,
calling it — however commercial —
part of her mission as “the people’s
poet.’’
“My intent is to see a person
read 30 pages of the book of mine,
or five poems, before he knows he’s
reading. I like him to just get in
there,’’she says.
“So in order to do that, I have to
take these things, words. ...
Everybody in the world uses them,
from morning until night. Words.
You have to take some nouns and
pronouns and adjectives and
adverbs, ball them together and
throw them against the wall and let
them bounce.”
“I’ve got to do it.’’

30 51 29
PICK OF THE WEEK!

305
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ENTERTAINMENT
Florida Holocaust Museum
Exhibition Schedule
Through Spring 2011

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Florida Holocaust Museum
presents:
On the Edge of the Abyss
Ella Liebermann-Shiber
Through Sun., Sept. 12,
2010
Ella Liebermann-Shiber was
liberated from Nazi captivity in
May 1945 near Hamburg,
Germany.
On the Edge of the Abyss
features
her
ninety-three
drawings, which she drew in
reaction to the aftermath of
trauma.
Speak Up Speak Now!
Through – Sun., Oct. 10,
2010
This exhibit will include art
created in a variety of media
(drawing, mosaic, etc.) by
middle school age children who
attended the 2010
summer
outreach program – Speak Up
Speak Now! Art is one of the
vehicles used to elicit response
from the children after they’ve
learned
about
becoming
upstanders in their communities
Art & Autobiography
Portraits
by
Nava
Mentkow
Wed., Aug. 25 – Sun., Oct.
31, 2010
The Florida Holocaust
Museum partnered with the
University of South Florida to
create this exhibition comprised
of original painting of Holocaust
survivors who live in the Tampa
Bay area. The artist Nava
Mentkow is a grandchild of
Holocaust survivors.
The
paintings are accompanied by
brief biographies of the
survivors; an audio tour provides
a portion of the survivors’ stories
told in their own words.
The Opening Reception,
including the opportunity to meet
the artist, is Thurs., Aug.26, 6:30
p.m. There is no charge to
attend.
Fire:
Faith
Under

Jehovah’s Witnesses in the
Holocaust
Sat., Oct. 16 – Sun., Jan. 2,
2011
Jehovah’s Witnesses, a
Christian community of 35,000
in Germany and occupied lands,
refused to conform to the Nazi
ideology of hate. They suffered
severely for their belief in nonviolence and their utter rejection of
racism.
Thrown into Nazi
camps, they became eyewitnesses of Nazi genocide. As historian
John Toland wrote, this is a story
of human courage that must be
heard.
A gallery guide for Faith
Under Fire is included with
Museum admission.
Resistance and Rescue
Photography of Judy Ellis
Glickman
Sun., Sept. 26 – Sun., Feb.
13, 2011
Through
images
and
symbols, the horrors of the
Holocaust are familiar to us all.
Yet, too few of us are aware of
the remarkable story of the flight
of the Jews out of Denmark to
safety in Sweden in the fall of
1943. This exhibition of photographs by Judy Ellis Glickman
reopens a time in our history
when the bravery of a few
overcame the brutality of so
many.
WUSF
Media Sponsor:
Public Broadcasting
Women of Ravensbrück:
Portraits of Courage
Artwork
of
Julia
Terwilliger
Sunday, November 14 –
Tuesday, February 15, 2011
This is an original Florida
Holocaust Museum exhibition of
memorial artwork by Julia
Terwilliger. It tells the history of
the Ravensbrück Concentration
Camp, the Nazi’s major concentration camp for women that
brought fear and terror to its
imprisoned, tortured victims.

The art is coupled with text
and seven, large wooden panels
of mixed media and transfer
images of Ravensbrück women,
young and old, survivors and
those who did not. The exhibition also includes rare original
artifacts from the camp,
including a handmade recipe
book and gifts secretly
exchanged by the women and 17
history panels and 14 biographical panels of individuals. In
addition, the artist created a 10foot memorial triangle and an
artifacts installation created by
the artist will be on view. An
exhibition catalog for Women of
Ravensbrück is available for
purchase in the Museum Store.
Curator’s
Talk
and
Reception:
Thursday, December 16,
2010; 6:30 p.m.
The evening includes a talk
by guest lecturer Rochelle
Saidel, the original Curator of
Women in Ravensbrück and
Director of Remember the
Women Foundation. Free to
FHM members; $9 for guests;
please RSVP: 727.820.0100,
ext. 236. Guest admission may
be applied to FHM membership.
Media
Sponsor:
BrightHouse Network.
Richard Notkin: Ceramic
Sculptures
Tuesday, March 1, 2011 –
Sunday, May 1, 2011
The focus of this Museum
curated exhibition of Notkin’s
work is to provide social commentary on war, human rights
violations and genocide
and to encourage dialogue
about the avoidance of conflict.
The goal of the exhibition is to
illicit an emotional and intellectual response that may inspire
viewers to “take action” in their
communities. The exhibition
will consist of Notkin’s tile
murals, teapots, sculpture and
installations.

Sistas In The Name Of Soul

For more than 30 minutes
I’ve been sitting in front of my
computer trying to find the words
to begin this article. Finally, I
decided on just telling it like it is,
or I should say “was” last
Thursday evening, August 19th.
Oh! What a night.
Once again, I was the guest of
the Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe (WBTT) in Sarasota. I
have had the opportunity to watch
several different theatre groups
perform, since I relocated here
from New Jersey six years ago.
In comparison, it is my opinion
that WBTT is the best theatrical
group in all of Florida. They
bring to the theatre table the best
in music, comedy, drama, and
dance. Basically, they are a
complete package. On this particular evening, I and the other
members of the audience were in
store for an evening of vocal
chills and thrills to be delivered
by four emerging female vocalists
seeking an accessible intimacy by
way of “Sistas in the Name of
Soul.”
Celebrating 10 – years of
cultural diversity, the audience
was greeted warmly by founder
and Artistic Director Nate Jacobs.
Jacobs expressed how pleased
WBTT was finally settling into
their new and permanent (venue)
home (behind the BINZ Building
at 1012 N. Orange Avenue,
Sarasota, Fl) after 11 – years of
bouncing from place to place.
The Director of Management,
Christine Jennings, also said a
few words and encouraged
everyone to continue their faithful
support of WBTT.
The cast consisted of Sista
Tsadok Porter, Sista Whitney
Johnson, Sista Nisi Pierre, and
Sista Jnana Wilson. Together
they produced a solid musical
program of energetic, stirring,
proud and triumphant renditions
of tunes sung by favorite African
American female vocal groups
and soloists back in the 1960s and

‘70s. Kicking it off with Aretha
Franklin’s “Think”, grooving
midway in the program with Patti
LaBelle’s “Lady Marmalade”, the
show provides a spectacular
ending with “We Are Family”, a
monster hit by Sister Sledge.
Each of the soulful vocalists
was featured on several tunes
with the other members providing
backup vocal support. Musical
support, which was absolutely
superb, was provided by musical
director James Dodge on bass,
drummer Thomas Williamson
and keyboardist Todd Bellamy.
Collectively, they were exceptionally tight and believe it or not,
sounded extremely like the
original musical backup on the
original records.
The four Sistas handled the
more than 30 tunes fabulously,
even including choreography,
which was so good that it seemed
as if it was taken from the original
groups. It’s difficult to single out
any one Sista, since the four all
had truly voices of soul.
However, and there’s always a
“however”, when Sista Nisi
Pierre broke out in Gladys Knight
& The Pips tune “Neither One of
Us”, I thought it was all over.
Chills went up and down my
spine… when Pierre reached the
part in the song … “I keep
wondering, wondering. What
I’m going to do without you, and
I guess you must be wondering
the same thing too. So we go on.
Go on together, living a lie.
Because neither one of us, neither
one of us wants to be the first to
say goodbye.” Have mercy! I
had to stand up and just clap my
hands. No way could I sit still.
Memories of long ago, when I
first heard the tune came to my
mind…the good old days!
But then, when I caught my
breath and relaxed for a hot
minute, one of my long – time
favorites Jnana Wilson strutted to
the center of the stage area, and
began singing Gladys’ “Midnight

Train to Georgia.” I mention
Wilson as a favorite, only because
I have followed her for the last
three
or
four
years.
Remembering her back then, as a
somewhat reticent performer, and
now listening and seeing her
soaring with a growing artistic
maturity, it blew my mind. Here
she was mixing soul with her own
spine tingling attitude, laid out in
a cool groove context in time with
a dead-on funky beat. Even
though the program had only
reached a third of the total performance, I would have been
completely satisfied, if for some
reason I had to leave at the end of
her tune. Sensational!
This is not to say Sistas
Tsadok Porter and Whitney
Johnson didn’t do their share of
musical damage. Their soulful
vocalizing took on multiple hues
and shapes distinct from those
voiced by the soulful chanteuses
of the ‘60s and ‘70s. While there
always seems to be a plethora of
soul vocalists, it’s always satisfying to hear a new brew (Johnson
and Porter) that are guided by
tradition, but powered by their
own originality. Together, this
group of four very powerful,
youthful female artists (Porter,
Johnson, Pierre and Wilson) has
reinvigorated a music genre by
way of a “Soul Revival.”
I’ve said all of that to simply
say this: the Sistas solos are
exciting, their ensemble work is
tight with precision, and they
ROCK! For information on
upcoming shows, call: (941) 3661505.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at:www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at jazzjamm@aol.com
You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Vikings WR Rice Out With Hip Injury

Sidney Rice

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn.
(AP) -- Brett Favre's job just got
a whole lot tougher.
Favre and the Minnesota
Vikings will play the first half of
the season - or more - without
Pro Bowl receiver Sidney Rice,
who had hip surgery this week.
Coach Brad Childress said
Tuesday that Rice had the
procedure in Vail, Colo., on
Monday night. He couldn't give
a specific timetable for Rice's
return, but said typically it takes
about eight weeks before a
player can even get back to
practice, let alone game action.
"I would think (it will take)
probably at least eight weeks
before we're talking about doing
anything," Childress said.
It's a huge blow for the
Vikings, who have very little
depth at receiver. Percy Harvin
has struggled with migraines
during the preseason, and the
team signed veteran Javon
Walker on Tuesday to help out.
After catching just 45 passes

during an injury-plagued first
two seasons in Minnesota, Rice
emerged as Brett Favre's go-to
guy in his third season with 83
catches for 1,312 yards and eight
TDs. He earned his first Pro
Bowl bid, though he was injured
in the playoffs and did not play
again.
Favre raved about Rice's
combination of size and leaping
ability, saying he felt confident
throwing the ball his way even if
Rice appeared to be well
covered. Favre's confidence in
him allowed Rice to blossom,
positioning himself as one of the
best downfield threats in the
NFC despite a lack of gamebreaking speed.
He saw three specialists in
the offseason to examine his
injured hip and declined to have
surgery, hoping the condition
would heal on its own. Rice
never participated in a practice
during training camp, and it
became apparent late last week
that the injury was not
improving fast enough for him
to be ready for the season opener
against New Orleans on Sept. 9.
Childress said all the specialists, along with team doctors,
agreed that surgery was not
needed in the offseason. Rice,
who is in the final year of his
contract for just $550,000 this
season, decided something more
had to be done.
"I can't feel what he's
feeling," Childress said. "In the
end, it's up to him whether he
wanted to have that procedure or
whether
he
could
press
through."
The surgery, first reported

by the Star Tribune of
Minneapolis, means Favre's
20th season in the NFL will
likely be much more challenging
than last year.
In addition to Rice's injury,
Harvin has been plagued by
several attacks of migraine
headaches this month, the latest
coming last week when he
vomited on the field and needed
to be taken to a hospital by
ambulance. He hasn't played in
either of the first two games of
the preseason and never knows
when another bout will occur.
Harvin did not practice
Tuesday and Childress said he is
scheduled to have more tests
done and will not play until
those are completed and
evaluated.
"He's not going to practice
until he finishes with the
medical protocol," Childress
said.
With Bernard Berrian the
only healthy, established veteran
receiver on the roster, the
Vikings turned to one of Favre's
old teammates in hopes of filling
the gaps.
Walker was a first-round
draft pick of the Packers in
2002, and flourished early in his
career with Favre at the helm.
He caught 89 passes for 1,382
yards and 12 touchdowns in
2004 to become one of the top
receivers in the league.
But Walker fell out of favor
in Green Bay during a messy
contract dispute in the summer
of 2005 that drew criticism from
Favre. He injured his knee the
following season and has been
plagued by knee and ankle

injuries in subsequent years with
the Raiders and Broncos.
The 31-year-old Walker said
he feels "like he's 23" again and
has no issues with Favre from
their disagreement back in
Green Bay.
"Obviously
when
you
become an older receiver in the
league, it's really, really critical
for a receiver like myself to get
with a veteran quarterback like
Favre, somebody who knows
the game and somebody who's
willing to put in the time and the
effort to go out and be successful," Walker said. "From a
receiver's point of view you
couldn't ask for anything more."
Walker said he went to Israel
to have an experimental knee
surgery done in 2009. He
declined to discuss specifics, but
the New York Times reported in
December that Dr. Anthony
Galea, who was charged in May
with conspiracy, smuggling,
unlawful distribution of HGH
and introducing the unapproved
drug Actovegin into interstate
commerce, directed him to go
there for the procedure because
it has not been approved in the
U.S. or Canada.
"It was something that eventually I'll talk about and fill you
guys in," Walker said. "That way
I can get the specifics and the
terminology down right before
just saying something. I'll definitely let you guys know
because it's really, really
something unique. It's going to
be something that helps a lot of
athletes in the near future."
The Vikings waived Ryan
Moats to make room for Walker.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-1) will host the Kansas City Chiefs (0-1) Saturday, Aug. 21st at 7:00 p.m.

Looks Can Be Deceiving
In Evaluating Cowboys RBs

Wade Phillips

BY JAIME ARON

OXNARD, Calif. (AP) -Wade Phillips was talking about
how players did in the last
preseason game when he
brought up how well running
backs Marion Barber and Felix
Jones have been doing.
Really? They combined for
17 yards on six carries against
San Diego. They're averaging
2.9 yards per carry over three
preseason games. Their longest
run is nine yards.
But Phillips and running
backs coach Skip Peete insist
none of that matters.
Phillips said he's watching
"the way they run, the moves
they make, the power they're
running with, and the decisions
they're making."
Peete has a similar checklist:
"Does he get up in there? Is he
timid? Does he have the ability
to make someone miss? Does he

lower his pads?"
And by those measuring
sticks, the Cowboys like what
they've seen from their 1-2
punch in the backfield.
"They're running hard,
they're doing good," Peete said
Tuesday. "Obviously, you'd
want to see a 10-, 12-yard
average. But in preseason, that
doesn't usually happen. ... In the
preseason, you want to get them
in shape, get them ready and
then when we get to the regular
season we'll take advantage of
all their talents."
Led by Barber and Jones, the
Cowboys averaged 4.8 yards per
carry last season, tied for second
in the NFL. Dallas was seventh
in yards per game at 131.4.
Barber got nearly twice as
many carries as Jones last
season, a ratio that's likely to
change this year. Jones has
averaged more than six yards on
every carry and reception in his
two-year career, and the
Cowboys want to see if he can
keep that up with more action.
Jones has gotten ready for
the added workload by bulking
up. He's added about seven
pounds, most of it upper-body
strength.
"It's muscle," Peete said.
"It's not like he's lost a step. His
speed and quickness are still
there. You get worried if a guy
gets bigger and slower, but he
hasn't lost a step."

Barber got thinner, dropping
about eight pounds in hopes of
picking up speed. He weighs
about the same as he did as a
rookie. He also weighs less than
Jones, which is odd since he's
the bruising power runner and
Jones is the speedy slasher.
"Really," Peete said, "the
weight doesn't matter."
Part of the reason for the seemingly - sluggish start is a
lack of use.
Dallas starters played one
series in the preseason opener,
two series the next week and
lasted nearly a half against San
Diego on Saturday night. Over
those three games, Barber has 25
yards on eight carries and Jones
has 15 yards on six carries. The
third member of their three-man
crew, Tashard Choice, has 69
yards on 18 carries; his average
of 3.8 yards is the best of any
running back.
"One of the things we try to
do in practice every day is get
ready for the season. Once we
get to the preseason games,
we're a little bit more basic,"
offensive coordinator Jason
Garrett said. "That's just our
approach. The biggest thing we
want to see in the preseason is
evaluate our players. But any
time you do anything, you want
to do it well. That helps develop
confidence."
Phillips and Peete stress that
in the preseason games thus far

the Cowboys have been "just
running plays." That means they
are calling a play and going with
it regardless of whether it's the
right call based on down,
distance and the defense they're
facing. Many plays wind up
being doomed to fail, which is
why they say it's difficult to get
an accurate read on what players
are doing.
"Right now, we're trying to
evaluate people, we're trying to
evaluate plays, we're trying to
evaluate schemes," Peete said.
"We're installing our offense.
There are a lot of different plays
to be worked on. ... We're not
scheming, saying, `OK, if they
line up like this, then we're
going to do that.'"
Still, 40 yards on 14 carries
by the two prime ballcarriers is a
bit suspect.
"Preseason is not a direct
indicator of how you're going to
do in the regular season,"
Phillips said. "I see the running
backs running well. I think we're
going to be able to block for
them. Would we like to do it in
the preseason game, where we
make 198 yards like the Saints
did the last week? That would be
nice. But we haven't done that so
far.”
"But I still think our running
game is going to do good and
those guys are going to do
good."
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
FAMU Mourns The Death Of
Civil Rights Icon And Alumna
Wilhelmina Jakes Street

TALLAHASSEE – Civil
Rights icon and Florida A&M
University (FAMU) alumna
Wilhelmina Jakes Street passed
away at the age 80. Jakes Street
is highly celebrated for her role
in initiating the Tallahassee
Bus Boycott of 1956.
Funeral services were held
Saturday, Aug. 21, at Forest
Lawn Memorial Gardens
Central, 499 Northwest 27th
Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL.
“We are deeply saddened
and devastated over the loss of
one of our trailblazers and
activists for civil rights,” said
Carmen Cummings, director of
Alumni Affairs. “Her sacrifice,
diligence and contributions to
FAMU, to this community, and
to the State of Florida will
never go unforgotten. She will
be sorely missed.”
Street was born September
14, 1929, in Hardeeville, S.C.
As a result of her father’s
untimely death, Jakes Street
moved with her mother and
siblings to West Palm Beach,

Fla., where she was raised. She
attended FAMU to major in
education. During her time as a
FAMU student, she and her
close friend, Carrie Patterson, a
20-year-old English major from
Lakeland, FL., were arrested
for refusing to move to the back
of a crowded city bus. This
courageous act sparked what is
known
today
as
“The
Tallahassee Bus Boycott.”
Many prominent figures such
as Rev. C. K. Steele, Rev.
Herbert C. Alexander, Dr. C. U.
Smith, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and several others were
actively involved in supporting
these students with a systematic
approach to integrating the
city’s public transportation
system.
After graduating from
FAMU in 1956, she went on to
fulfill her professional aspiration as a Florida schoolteacher
for 33 years. Jakes was an
active member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.; Federated
Women’s of Club of Fort

Lauderdale; FAMU National
Alumni Association; and lifelong member of National
Association of the
Ad v an cem en t o f C o l o red
People (NAACP). She was also
a dedicated servant of New
Mount Olive Baptist Church in
Fort Lauderdale, FL.
As a FAMU student, Jakes
Street lived on Jennings Street
with Carrie Patterson, who is
also credited with igniting the
1956 Tallahassee Bus Boycott.
On January 30, 2009, Leon
County officials renamed
Jennings Street in Tallahassee,
Fla. to Jakes & Patterson Street
in their honor.
During FAMU’s 2006
Spring Commencement activities, both Patterson (posthumously) and Jakes received the
University’s
Distinguished
Alumni Award and its first
Freedom Award.
She was married to the late
Neopoleon Street. She had one
daughter,
Priscilla
Lewis
(deceased).

Florida Takes Home $700 M
In Race To Top

BY KATHLEEN
HAUGHNEY
THE NEWS SERVICE OF
FLORIDA

THE CAPITAL, TALLAHASSEE - Florida is set to
collect $700 million for its
schools, the U.S. Department
o f E d ucation announc ed
Tuesday, naming the Sunshine
State one of 10 winners in the
second round of its $4.35
billion Race to the Top competition.
The funds will help shore
up education spending in a
down economy and set the
stage for lawmakers and the
state Department of Education
to push for reforms in public
schools that could include
instituting a merit pay system
for teachers, which was the
subject of a nasty political
fight this past spring.
We are very, very thrilled
to be one of those that will
receive an award in round
two, said state Education
Commissioner Eric Smith. I
think that this round is a true
example of what can happen
when a state collaborates,
works together, pulls together.
Race to the Top is part of
President Barack Obama's
$800-billion stimulus plan that
passed in 2009. Money is
doled out through a competitive two-round grant application process. Florida was
widely rumored to be a front
runner in the first round, but
finished fourth and out of contention for federal dollars.

Only Delaware and Tennessee
took home money when the
first round winners were
announced in late March.
Federal school officials
cited problems with the state's
initial application for the
money, mainly the lack of
support from teacher unions
across the state. The Florida
Education Association, the
statewide lobbying arm for the
individual unions, said they
hadn' t bee n i n cl u d ed o r
listened to during many initial
conversations about the state's
grant application and voiced
concerns about the proposals,
particularly ones enforcing a
merit pay system for teachers
based on student test scores.
The revamped application,
which did win union approval,
still focuses on merit pay for
teachers. But it would not be
imposed on districts where an
agreement could not be
reached via the local collective
bargaining process.
Smith, Gov. Charlie Crist
and a delegation of Florida
educators pitched the state's
overhauled proposal to federal
education officials earlier this
month. It also presented the
overall goals of doubling the
number of students who
graduate high school and take
college credits, narrowing the
achievement gap in reading
and math and increasing the
number of students who read
above the proficiency level.
We r e h e a r t e n e d t h a t
Florida became a recipient of
the Race to the Top grant in the

second phase of the federal
program, FEA President Andy
Ford said in a statement. Our
state was unsuccessful in the
first phase, because the scope
of Floridas application was
imposed by the state. When the
governor appointed a working
group that included superint en d en t s , s ch o o l b o ard s ,
teachers, parents, FEA and
other groups, differences were
quickly worked out.
The other states that will
receive federal funds are the
District of Columbia, Georgia,
Hawaii, Massachusetts
Maryland, New York, North
Carolina, Ohio and Rhode
Island. And the U.S.
Department of Education has
asked Congress for another
$1.35 billion to continue the
program so more states can
receive funding.
In both rounds combined,
46 states and the District of
Columbia applied for the grant
money.
The next step is for local
school boards to develop a
plan of how they will
implement reforms and use the
federal money. The local
boards have 90 days, starting
today, to develop those plans,
but they will not include full
blown contract negotiations,
Smith said. Schools who do
not participate in the reforms
will not receive any money.
Smith also said he does not
anticipate that the department
will need any legislative action
to implement reforms.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Faith Leaders Raise $1.4 Million
For D.C. King Memorial

WASHINGTON – From
June 17-18, seventeen of the
n a t i o n ’s m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l
ministers launched the Faith
Based Countdown to
Completion campaign to raise
the remaining $13 million for
the Washington, DC Martin
Lu t h e r K i n g J r. N a t i o n a l
Memorial in Washington. The
ministers jointly responsible for
having raised $2 million for the
memorial are challenging other
ministers nationwide to join
their cause.
The Faith Based
Countdown to Completion
Campaign is geared toward
pastors and their communities
to assist the Memorial
Foundation in their fundraising
endeavor. The campaign will
conclude on Martin Luther King
Day, January 17, 2011.
Four of the major churches
involved in this effort are
Hartford Memorial Baptist of
Detroit, Brentwood Baptist of
Ho u s t o n , F r i e n d s h i p - We s t
Baptist of Dallas and Trinity
United Church of Christ of
Chicago. These four churches
have been assisting the
Memorial Foundation since the
campaign’s early years.
With over $107 million
raised for the memorial, the
development of the Faith Based
Leadership Council has brought

about a strong and effective
outreach to the nation’s churchgoers. Rev. Joseph Ratliff of
Brentwood Baptist of Houston
co-chairs with Rev. Frederick
Haines of Friendship-West
Baptist of Dallas on the council.
Ratliff, also a member on the
Memorial Foundation’s Board
of Directors, has raised nearly
$60 thousand dollars through
his church and has also made a
sizable personal contribution.
His fundraising in the Houston
area as a whole brought the
Memorial Foundation more
than $113 thousand.
“People often forget that
King was not only a civil rights
leader, but also a minister. His
connection to our community
must be realized and appreciated,” said Rev. Ratliff. Churches
giving more than five thousand
dollars to support the King
Memorial will receive VIP invitations to various special events
during the week long dedication
activities and permanent recognition at the memorial site.
Prior to the development of
the new council, Rev. Frederick
Haynes assisted the Memorial
Foundation to raise over $96
thousand dollars by orchestrating a city-wide fundraising
campaign through churches
across Dallas. His congregation
alone, Friendship-West Baptist,

raised $63 thousand for the
Memorial Foundation. “I am
passionate about this project.
King must be remembered and
we can’t do this without the
financial help of the church
community.”
Rev. Dr. Charles Gilchrist
Adams of Detroit’s, Hartford
Memorial Baptist, donation of
$50 thousand, was the first
pastor to join the Faith Based
Leadership Council and has
assisted the Memorial
Foundation to raise over $123
thousand through his church
and churches in the Detroit
region. “The Civil Rights era
must never be forgotten. Dr.
King’s contribution to that
cause and also to the house of
the Lord must never be
forgotten,” said Rev. Adams.
“The Memorial Foundation
needs churches to join hands in
solidarity to help us to complete
the dream.”
“I am grateful to have such
generous and influential pastors
taking up the charge to assist
us c o m p l e t e f u n d r a i s i n g , ”
me n t i o n e d H a r r y J o h n s o n ,
President and CEO of the
Memorial Foundation. “This
project could never have been
done without the generosity of
the faith community, and for
their continued contributions, I
am overjoyed.”

Fighting Medicaid Fraud

TA L L A H A S S E E - T h i s
week, Attorney General
McCollum’s Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit topped $400
million in recoveries, following
a record-breaking year in 2009.
“Over the past few years, I
have initiated new programs to
i nc r e a s e o u r r e c o v e r i e s ,
including a new bureau that
focuses on recovering civil
penalties for false claims,” said
McCollum. The bureau has
generated more than $37
million for the state’s General

Revenue fund. They also
created a program to reward
informants who provide
original information on
Medicaid fraud violations that
leads to the recovery of a fine,
civil or criminal penalties, or
forfeiture of property.
Most recently, McCollum
obtained approval to launch a
pilot program unique to Florida
that will make our state a
national leader in fighting
Medicaid fraud. The Unit can
now mine data on the billing

practices of Medicaid providers
such as hospitals doctors, and
pharmacies. The access to this
information will enable the Unit
to identify and put a stop to
more instances of fraud.
Medicaid fraud is a crime
that drains away resources
intended for our citizens who
need medical assistance, and we
will continue to investigate,
arrest and prosecute anyone
who defrauds our state
Medicaid program.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

Matters of the Heart Radio and Connecting Point Ministry

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Sixth Anniversary and Musical Extravaganza

of God’s most gifted, anointed vessels in singing, instrumentals, Christian rap, mime,
spoken word, poetry, Christian comedy, step danc, Christian artisan throughout
the Tampa Bay area will be hosted by Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright on

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Sunday, August 22nd at 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

(727) 898-9407

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Glad Tidings Assembly of God, 4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Pastor Randy & First Lady Karen Helms
FREE MINISTRY EVENT - Door Prizes & Refreshments
If you would like to participate, call 727-488-8818 or email . . .

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules

EVERY 4th SUNDAY COME AND
RECEIVE A FREE BAG OF FOOD

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s
House in the City” under
the leadership of Dr
Rickey
L.
Houston,
extend an invitation to the
community to join us as
we communicate Gods’
Word Sunday during our
Sunday School at 9 a.m.
and 10 a.m. worship
service. Also, Bible Study
and
Teen
Summit/
Children Rising
Wednesday evening, at 7.
Bethel
Metr o p o lita n
M i s s i o n a r y B a p tis t
Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, people-

centered, team-centered
and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on
love, forgiveness, unity,
peace and growth. We
celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we
c u ltiv a te t h e f u l l e s t
spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out
these priorities results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries
at Bethel Metropolitan for
all ages and interests. We
also
encourage
the
community to make use of

our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
Upcoming Events
Sept. 4 - Church
Anniversary Prayer
Breakfast, 8:30 a.m.
Sept. 25 - Men In
Praise 4 p.m.
Sept. 26 - Anniversary
Proper, 10:15 a.m.
“Working as God’s
Chosen in 2010.”
John 15:16, Titus 2:14,
I Peter 2:9.
Email:bchurch5@tamp
abay.rr.com.
W e b s i t e :
www.bmmbc.org.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to
reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Our Men’s Ministry
pre sents “Real Life
Issues” this Friday, August
27th, 7-8:30 p.m. in our
2nd Floor Fellowship
Hall. All men are
welcome;
refreshments
served.
As a reminder,
C.A.R.E. (Choosing
Addiction Recovery
Efforts) is a faith-based
support group for
substance abuse. It merges

practical wisdom, with
effective ways to master
the traditional 12-Step
Program, and acknowledges the Lord Jesus
Christ as the first and
foremost highest power.
Meetings held 6 p.m.,
Tuesdays at 1906 9th
Avenue South. The third
Tuesday is earmarked for
young adults, ages 16-25.
FMI call Rev. Keith or
Jewel Murphy 894-2595.
Mt. Zion membership is
not required!
Casual dress continues
through the end of August.

Join us in worship in your
best casual attire!
Need a mid-day “pickme-up?” Join us for Bible
Study Wednesdays, Noon
to 12:30 p.m., in our main
sanctuary.
Be sure to tune in to
WRXB, Praise 1590AM,
7:30 a.m. Saturday
mornings to hear Pastor
Murphy share a Word
from the Lord.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church, 955 20th St. S.
P h o n e 7 2 7 - 8 9 4 - 4 3 11 .
www.mzprogressive.org.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CHURCH EVENT IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

Call for a quote: 727-896-2922

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Dynamic Speakers
Gather for Empowerment
Weekend Aug. 27-29 at
Bethel A ME , 912 3r d
Av e n u e N o r t h , S t .
Petersburg, Florida.
The Mary Ann Jones
Wo m e n s M i s s i o n a r y
Society cordially invites
you to join Bethel AME for
a weekend focused on "A
Faith Unwavering."
An inspiring team of
speakers will gather at
Bethel A.M.E. Church for
t he S eventh A nnual
Empowerment Weekend,
August 27-29.
The headliners for the
conference include the Rev.

Keturah Pittman, "Pastor
K', of St. Mark A.M.E.
Church, St. Petersburg;
The Rev. Ella Edwards
of Ivey Chapel A.M.E.
Church, Nocatee, FL; the
Rev. Ronald E. Williams,
Sr. Bethel A.M.E. Church,
St. Petersburg; Retired
Lieutenant Colonel Jack
Packer, Published Author,
Oldsmar, FL; William E.
Packer, Jr. Movie Producer,
Atlanta, Ga. Produced
movies including, The
Gospel, Stomp the Yard,
and This Christmas.
The weekend begins
with a Praise Concert,
Friday evening at 7.

Seminars for men, women,
and youth are Saturday
morning with a continential
breakfast beginning at 8:30
a.m. and sessions begin at 9
a.m. The Torch Awards
Banquet to be held
Saturday evening at 6. in
the fellowship hall will
honor community members
for service.
Sunday Morning
Worship is at 11. For more
information call 727-8662177 An inspiring,
spir itual. empow er ing
weekend will be life
changing at historic Bethel
AME.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

T h e S t. Mar k
Missionary Baptist
Chur ch, pastor, T he
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
Deacons, Trustees, and the
entire congregation,
extends to the community
wishes that there be an
overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word
of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for His
awesome gift, His son,
Jesus Christ.

August Calendar of
Events:
Aug. 25-26 - Congress
No. 2 hosted by St. Mark
Aug. 28 - Men’s Clean
up day
Aug.29 - Church outingNew Jerusalem, Lakeland,
FL (Dinner served at 3:00
p.m.)
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held
for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Members and the
general public are invited
to come out and study the
Bible with us and learn

“What Baptist Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are
held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed
to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday at 6:30
p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
Sunday School
Teachers’ Meeting is held
every Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every
Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After
School Tutoring Ministry:
Starting soon.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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